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Abstract: 



A character oattem generating apparatus includes a memory and a CPU. The memory 
stores fn™ »r skeleton data representing the skeleton shapes of characters and 
dem nt o^rSk representing the outline shapes of the elements constitutmg the characters 
for Sch Xacter style. The CPU obtains outline shape data correspondmg to one 
fonstti elmem in 1^^^^ skeleton data from the element oufline data extracts therefrom 
ekr^ ntl^^^^^^^^^ for the constituent element, transforms the extracted element skeleton 
darbld on the character skeleton data, and modifies the outline shape data in accordance 
TLZZLn so as to generate a character pattern by using the modified ouUine data^ 
Tie cTaractTr pattern generating apparatus of the present invention generates multip^^ kmds of 
high quality fonts involving no design restrictions in a smaller number of steps. 
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According to Article 63 of the Korean Patent Law, the applicant is notified that the 
present application has been rejected for the reasons given below. Any Argument or 
Amendment which the applicant may wish to submit, must be submitted by June 28, 2003. 
An indefinite number of one-month extensions in the period for submitting a response may 
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Reasons 

The invention as claimed in claim 1 could have been easily invented by one of 
ordinary skill in the art prior to the filing of the application, and thus this application is 
rejected according to Article 29(2) of the Korean Patent Law. 

Cited Reference: Korean Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 1997-7718 (published on 

February 21, 1997) 

The applicant asserted in the argument dated October 23, 2002 that a method for 
extracting a skeleton of an image claimed in claim 1 is different from a known technology 
such as a method for extracting an image based on an edge of a conventional object. 
However, the method for the skeleton of the image claimed in claim 1 could have been 
easily invented by one of ordinary skill in the art from a method for extracting element 
skeleton shape representing data used in a character pattern generating apparatus which is 
disclosed in the cited reference. 
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Abstract: 

A character pattern generating apparatus includes a memory and a CPU. The memory 
stores, in advance, character skeleton data representing the skeleton shapes of characters and 
element outline data representing the outline shapes of the elements constituting the characters 
for each character style. The CPU obtains outline shape data corresponding to one 
constituent element in character skeleton data from the element outline data, extracts therefrom 
element skeleton data for the constituent element, transforms the extracted element skeleton 
data based on the character skeleton data, and modifies the outline shape data in accordance 
with the transformation so as to generate a character pattern by using the modified outline data. 
The character pattern generating apparatus of the present invention generates multiple kinds of 
high quality fonts involving no design restrictions in a smaller number of steps. 
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